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Artist Sara Angelucci has
taken everyday family pho-
tographs and turned them
into art.

Her show, Mining the
Family Archive, opened last
week at the Minarovich
Gallery in the Elora Centre
for the Arts. It’s a combina-
tion of photo-based artwork
and video installation culled
from the past 10 years of her
life.

Memory and the unique
interplay between notes and
images found on old family
photos are at the heart of the

exhibit.
“Throughout the show

there is an unspoken rever-
ence for the small, precious
black and white photographs
of another era,” Angelucci
says.

These “family album”
photos are at the heart of
most of the works on dis-
play.

In “Questions She’ll
Never Answer,” a photo of
Angelucci’s mother taken
on a ship as she emigrated to
Canada is paired with a
video presentation that asks
questions trying to unravel
the photo’s mysteries.

It’s a very personal piece.

“When I lost my parents, I
started asking these ques-
tions that I hadn’t before,”
Angelucci says. 

But while the old photo-
graph is a connection to her
mother, it also conceals
more than it reveals – like
many other photographs she
uses in the show, and like
many photographs people
might find in their own fam-
ily albums.

“What I hope the audi-
ence gets from it … is that
they start to ask questions of
their own history,” she says.

While she’s put out an
artist’s statement that
explains the works on dis-
play, Angelucci hopes “peo-
ple get something out of just
looking at them on their
own.”

She’s also very conscious
of bringing out the “whole
other life” of photography –
the everyday use of photog-
raphy that’s separate from
the artistic photography peo-
ple are used to seeing in gal-
leries.

Using found objects –
like photographs – in art-
work, is something artists
have done for a long time,
she says. People have to be
aware of the choices she’s
made, the arrangement of
the pieces – the choice, for
example, of setting up the
“Questions…” work on an
antique-looking table sitting
on a square of carpet.

In the series “Al Riverso”
(or “In Reverse”), she takes
everyday photos – these are
from her own family’s life
in Italy in the 1950s – and
enlarges and photographs
the image so that the writing
on the back of the pictures
shows through the image.
The photos were set up in a
light box so the image is
reversed and the writing on
the “back” is readable
through the image – one of
the “reverses” of the title.

The resulting “hybrid
image … attempts to recon-
cile all the clues the photo-
graph provides,” she says.
They become artistic images
that hint at an experience,
rather than just capturing a
moment. The light box
arrangement she used also
adds a sepia or antique
colour to the photo, as well
as enlarging it.

In “Double Take,” two
women tell an overlapping
story that the viewer of the
video piece is slowly drawn
into. Is it one person telling
two versions of the story?
Watching and listening to
the short piece, viewers pick
up cues that pull them into
the story – the very personal
story of a traumatic event
Angelucci says “became a
marker in our lives.” 

Leaving out names and
specifics makes the story
accessible to anyone who’s
experiences a similar event

like the death of a loved one. 
“The exhibition points to

a denominator we all share –
a recognition that pho-
tographs have the power to
construct memory, develop-
ing a history and mythology
of the family,” Angelucci
says.

She’s also trying to cele-
brate the beauty of formal
family photographs, which
used to be so special to peo-
ple.

“In our digital age, hard
drives have replaced the
photo album as the keepers
of memory,” she says.
“While we may now store
thousands of images, how

many of them will ever be
seen?”

A photo and video artist
living in Toronto, Angelucci
has exhibited across Canada
including at the Toronto
Photographer’s Workshop,
the Art Gallery of Hamilton
and the Richmond Art
Gallery. Her videos have
been screened across
Canada and included in fes-
tivals in Europe and Hong
Kong – she’s participated in
artist residences in Halifax,
Banff and Shanghai, China.

Mining the Family
Archive runs until Feb. 23 at
the Elora Centre for the
Arts, 75 Melville St., Elora.
Gallery hours are Monday
to Friday 9:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday 1-3:30 p.m.
Admission is free. For more
information call 519-846-
9698 or go to www.
eloracentreforthearts.ca.
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Art from archive
New show explores mystery in family photos

This space is available to community groups.  Call 519-843-1310 for details.

886 TOWER ST. S., FERGUS

PHONE 519-787-0776
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 9AM-8:30PM; SATURDAY 9AM-6PM

CWDHS COOKIES AND CRAM
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 16TH - 6:00-7:30 pm

LINK mentors/volunteers will help grade 9 students learn how to study for exams.
Students have a chance to review old exams, ask questions and assistance with study

techniques while enjoying hot chocolate and cookies.  Free admission.
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Guelph’s Largest International

PSYCHIC EXPO

Visit www.PsychicExpos.com for FREE stuff!

January 25, 26, 27
Ramanda Hotel (Stone & Gordon Rds.)

READERS
BOOKS

CRYSTALS
FREE LECTURES

AND DEMOS

Friday 12 - 10 pm
Saturday 11 am - 10 pm

Sunday 11 am - 7 pm

Admission $8
(good all weekend)

Arts &
Entertainment

NEW TO YOUR
COMMUNITY?

be sure to call

Patti Klein
519-843-7055

www.welcomewagon.ca
Our hostess will bring gifts and greetings,
along with helpful community information

DOWNTOWN FERGUS • 125 ST. ANDREW ST. W., FERGUS • 519-843-2050

32” SONY
BRAVIA LCD

SAVE $50

$1049.

BEFORE THE SHOW — Artist Sara Angelucci with two
of the large photographic works part of the Al Riverso
series on display at the Elora Centre for the Arts. The
pictures are enlargements of small family album photos
shot so the actual notes on the back show through.

News Express/Francis Baker


